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(54) Mixing & dispensing apparatus 

(57) Apparatus for mixing liquid with material stored 
in a container having an opening sealed by a resilient 
plug includes an adapter having a bore extending 
through it. The bore is shaped at one end to receive the 
container plug facing toward the other end of the bore. 
A first fitting having a passageway extending through it 
is secured to the adapter at the said other end of the bore. 
An elongated cannula is sealed at one end to the first 
fitting passageway so the other end of the cannula pen- 
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etrates the plug as the container is inserted into the 
adapter to provide a flow path from the material to the 
passageway in the first fitting, which is shaped to make 
a releasable fluidtight seal with a second fitting having a 
passageway extending through it and adapted to be con- 
nected to means for connecting the second fitting pas- 
sageway to a source of liquid with means for causing the 
liquid to flow into the container and mix with the material 
stored in it. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

5 This invention relates to apparatus for mixing and dispensing a liquid with another material, such as a solid or another 

liquid. 

Various devices have been proposed for mixing a liquid with a solid or another liquid to form a fresh mixture just 
before use. Such devices are particularly useful in preparing aqueous solutions of medicaments which are not very 
stable in solution, and therefore, should be administered shortly after mixing. 

w U.S. Patent No. 3,542,023 to Ogle (1 970) discloses a successful two-compartment device for mixing a medicament 
and liquid just before administration. U.S. Patent No. 4,516,967 to Kopfer (1985) discloses another two-compartment 
device for mixing a medicament powder with a liquid just prior to use. 

One disadvantage of the prior art devices is that they use a cannula permanently secured at one end to a syringe 
portion of the device so the cannula is used both for the mixing operation and subsequent administration of the mixture. 

75 Accordingly, the diameter of the cannula must be relatively small to permit its use on a patient or at an injection site. The 
restricted size of the cannula makes it difficult and time-consuming to achieve proper mixing of the liquid and the med- 
icament. Another disadvantage of the prior art devices is that after the mixing is completed, the cannula is withdrawn 
from the container for the medicament, and the sharp end of the cannula is exposed. This creates a hazard to operating 
personnel, especially when handling drugs which are toxic, mutagenic, or otherwise dangerous if allowed to contact a 

20 human being in an uncontrolled or improper manner. The anti-tumor drugs are an example of a class of medicaments 
presenting this hazard. 

Another disadvantage of the prior art devices is they do not provide for safe disposal of used medicament containers. 
Summary of the Invention 

25 

This invention provides mixing apparatus which makes it easy to mix rapidly a liquid in one compartment with a 
material in another compartment through a relatively large-diameter cannula, the sharp end of which is never exposed, 
. even after the mixing operation. Moreover, once the mixing is completed, the compartment with the mixture can be 
connected to a cannula of any size, preferably a small one for comfortable and direct administration to a patient, or for 
30 penetration of an injection site of an intravenous container without objectionable damage to the injection site. Moreover, 
the preferred apparatus of this invention encloses the used medicament container so that it cannot be accidentally broken 
or re-used. 

In brief, the apparatus of this invention facilitates rapid and easy mixing of a material, such as a medicament, stored 
in a container having an opening sealed by a resilient plug. The apparatus includes an adapter having a bore extending 

35 through it from an inlet end to an outlet end. The bore is shaped at the outlet end to receive the container as the container 
is inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore with the plug facing toward the outlet end of the adapter bore. A first 
fitting having a passageway extending through it is secured to the adapter at the outlet end of the bore. An elongated 
cannula is sealed at one end to the first fitting passageway to extend toward the inlet end of the adapter bore so the 
other end of the cannula will penetrate the plug in the container opening as the container is inserted into the inlet end 

40 of the adapter bore to provide a flow path from the material in the container to the passageway in the first fitting, which 
is shaped to make a releasable f iuidtight seal with a second fitting and thus connect the first fitting passageway with a 
passageway extending through the second fitting, which includes means for connecting the passageway of the second 
fitting to a source of a liquid with means for causing the liquid to flow into the container and mix with the material stored in it. 
In a preferred form of the invention, one of the fittings has a tapered socket, and the other fitting has a tapered nozzle 

45 so that the two fittings can be releasably sealed together, as is done with the conventional Luer-Lock connector. Pref- 
erably, the first cannula has an internal diameter of at least about 0.0375 inch and is shorter than the second cannula, 
which has an internal diameter of at least about 0.0375 inch. 

Preferably, the adapter length is substantially greater than its internal diameter, and preferably is of a sufficient length 
to substantially enclose a container fully inserted in the adapter, which preferably includes internal holding means for 

50 grasping the neck of the container to keep the container captured within the adapter so the container cannot be acci- 
dentally dislodged or broken. 

These and other aspects of the invention will be more fully understood in the following detailed disclosure and the 
accompanying drawings. 

55 Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a perspective exploded view of the preferred embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the components shown in FIG. 1 assembled for the mixing operation; and 
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FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the adapter before the first fitting is installed, and before the container of 
medicament is inserted in the adapter. 

Description pf the Preferred Embodiment 

5 

Referring the drawings, an adapter 10 includes an elongated, hollow, cylindrical body 12 open at its inlet (left as 
viewed in the drawings) end 13. A cylindrical bore 14 extends through the adapter body from the inlet end to an outlet 
end 15, which is integrally formed with an inwardly extending, transverse, annular wall 16 (FIGS. 2 and 3), which has a 
central bore 18 around which is formed integrally with wall 16 a hollow cylindrical boss 20 extending toward the inlet end 
to of the adapter. The boss includes a relatively large diameter section 22 adjacent end wall 1 6, and steps down to a smaller 
diameter section 24. An annular internal seat 26 in the smaller section 24 tapers inwardly toward the inlet end of the 
adapter and receives a matching tapered, external surface 28 of a Luer-Lock female socket fitting 30. The Luer-Lock 
may be of the type shown in U.S. Patent No. 4,737,1 44 to Choksi (1 988). A first or short cannula 32 is sealed at its outlet 
(right as viewed in the drawings) end in a central bore 34 of the Liner-Lock female fitting. The left (as viewed in the 

is drawings) of the first cannula includes a scarf or tapered section to present a sharp point 36 extending toward the inlet 
end of the adapter. The first cannula scarf 36 is adapted to penetrate a resilient plug 38 which seals an opening 40 of 
a container 42, which holds material (not shown) to be mixed with liquid (not shown). Preferably, the short cannula has 
a relatively large internal diameter, say, at least about 0.065 inch, and, therefore, is 14 gauge or larger. 

Four longitudinally extending fingers 44 are formed integrally at their respective right (as viewed in FIGS. 2 and 3 

20 which show only three of the four fingers) ends with the interior surface of the annular wall 16. The four fingers, which 
extend toward the inlet end of the adapter, are equally spaced around, and spaced from, the central tube 20. The left 
end of each finger includes an inwardly extending detent 46, which makes a snug snap fit under an outwardly extending 
annular lip 48 surrounding the opening of the container. Preferably, the adapter body, outlet end wall 16, central tube 
20, and fingers 14 are all molded integrally out of a suitable plastic, such as polyethylene or polypropylene. Moreover, 

25 the fingers are dimensioned to be slightly flexible to permit the bottle lip to be inserted to the position shown in FIG. 2, 
and yet snap back to hold the bottle firmly in place during the mixing operation described below. The adapter is at least 
50% longer than it is wide, and preferably is long enough to be at least coextensive with the closed end of the container, 
as shown in FIG. 2, so that the container cannot be accidentally broken or removed after the mixing step described below. 
An elongated, tubular-shaped injector 50 includes an elongated cylindrical outer sleeve 52 formed integrally at its 

30 inlet (left as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2) end with the outer periphery of an annular inlet end wall 54, which slopes inwardly 
and to the left (as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2). 

A pair of diametrically opposed and outwardly extending ears 56 (FIG. 1) are formed integrally with the outlet (right 
as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2) end of the injector outer sleeve 52 to lie in a plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the adapter and the injector. A cylindrical inner sleeve 58 disposed coaxially within the outer sleeve is formed integrally 

35 at its inlet (left) end with the interior surface of annular inlet wall 54. The outlet (right) end of the inner sleeve is substantially 
co-extensive with the outlet end of the outer sleeve and has internal threads 60 as described below. 

The inlet end of the injector includes an external annular boss 62 formed integrally with the exterior of the annular 
end wall 54 around a central bore 64 extending through the end wall and boss. 

A Luer-Lock male fitting 66 includes a cylindrical hub 68, which has a cylindrical bore 70 that makes a snug fit over 

40 the boss 62 of the injector. Preferably, the hub is sealed to the boss by any suitable means, such as with adhesive, or 
by spin-welding if the two elements are made of suitable plastics, such as polyethylene or polypropylene. 

An externally tapered Liner-Lock nozzle 72 is formed integrally with the hub 68 and makes a snug fit in a matching 
tapered socket 74 of the Luer-Lock female fitting 30. External threads 76 on the Luer-Lock female fitting engage internal 
threads 78 in a cylindrical shroud 80 formed integrally with the hub and disposed to surround part of the Liner-Lock 

45 nozzle. When the threads on the two fittings are screwed together, they releasably lock the two fittings together, as 
shown in FIG. 2. 

An external cylindrical collar 81 is formed integrally with the exterior of the annular wall at the outlet end of the 
adapter body. Four internal webs 82, formed integrally with the exterior of the end wall 16 and interior of the collar 81 , 
each lie in a respective plane which contains the longitudinal axis of the adapter, and extend radially inwardly for a 

so distance equal to about one-half the radius of the injector outer sleeve 52, which makes a close sliding fit within the 
collar 81. The webs are spaced 90° apart around the circumference of the collar, and each includes a sloping surface 
84 which extends outwardly in the direction of the injector to provide four seats 84 for the exterior surface of the end wall 
54 of the injector. Thus, when the injector is inserted into the collar, as shown in FIG. 2, and rotated to cause the Liner- 
Lock threads 76 and 78 to engage, the tapered nozzle is pulled snugly into a sealed but releasable engagement with 

55 the tapered socket, and the webs provide a stable base for the inlet end of the injector. 

A second or long cannula 86, disposed coaxially within the injector inner sleeve, is sealed at its inlet (left as viewed 
in FIGS. 1 and 2) end in a central bore 88 extending through the nozzle and collinear with the central bore 64 in the end 
wall 54 of the injector. The outlet (right) end of the second cannula includes a scarf 90, which is substantially co-extensive 
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with the outlet end of the inner sleeve. Preferably, the second cannula has a relatively large internal diameter, say. at 
least 0.065 inch, and therefore, is 14 gauge or larger. 

When the adapter and injector are assembled as shown in FIG. 2, the cannulas and Luer-Lock fittings form a pas- 
sageway through which a liquid (not shown) can pass to mix with material (not shown) in the container, as described 
5 below. 

With the injector and adapter assembled as shown in FIG. 2, they are releasably locked together by four conventional 
heat seals 92 applied at equal intervals around the free end of a collar and the exterior of the outer sleeve so that, once 
assembled as shown in FIG. 2, the adapter and injector can be disassembled only by the application of a force great 
enough to break the seals. The force required is well within the capability of typical administering personnel, but large 

w enough to prevent accidental disengagement of the injector from the adapter. Thus, the heat seals are sufficient to 
prevent inadvertent separation of the adapter and injector. Use of the apparatus as intended and as described below, 
requires the heat seals to be broken, and thus indicating that the apparatus has been used. 

As shown in FIG. 1. the inlet end of the adapter (before it is used) is closed and protected by an adapter cap 100, 
which makes a snug fit within the inlet end of the adapter. The outlet end of the injector is protected by a removable 

is injector cap 1 02 shaped to fit for a short distance within the inner sleeve and within the annular space between the inner 
and outer sleeves. 

With the injector and adapter assembled as shown in FIG. 2, and the protective adapter and injector caps in their 
respective positions, the assembled apparatus is sterilized and packaged in a sterile container (not shown) until ready 
for use with the container 42 of medicament (which may be powder or liquid) and with a diluent liquid, such as sterile 

20 water, in a cylindrical syringe barrel 104, which may be of conventional construction, such as that shown in U.S. Patent 
No. 3,542,023. The barrel includes the usual calibration marks 106, indicating the amount of liquid in the barrel, and a 
slidable stopper 108 disposed in the outlet end (left, as viewed in FIG. 1) of the barrel to seal the liquid in the barrel 
under sterile conditions until ready for use. The stopper includes a reduced -diameter portion 110, which is externally 
threaded, and which extends toward the outer end (left as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2) of the syringe barret. A syringe cap 

25 1 12 makes a snug fit within the outlet end of the syringe barrel and fits over the reduced portion 1 10 of the stopper. In 
this condition, the cap, stopper, syringe barrel, and the liquid within are sterilize in a sealed package (not shown) until 
ready for use, as explained below. 

To use the apparatus of this invention, the container 42 of medicament is held in one hand, and the adapter with 
the inlet end uppermost is held in the other hand. A protective cap 114 (FIG. 1), normally on the medicament container, 

30 and the protective adapter cap are each removed by pushing the ball of a respective thumb up under a respective cap 
and flipping them off. The stoppered end of the medicament container 42 is inserted into the inlet end of the adapter 
and pushed home firmly to cause the first or short cannula to penetrate the resilient plug in the stoppered end of the 
container 42. The container top is guided and centralized onto the cannula by the fingers 44 surrounding the lip of the 
container, which is pushed firmly home and locked in a retained position by the detents on the inlet end of the fingers. 

35 The short cannula has now passed through the plug in the container so that the interior of the container is connected 
through the short cannula to the inlet end of the long cannula. The apparatus is then inverted so that the vial injector is 
in the uppermost position and held with one hand. The calibrated syringe barrel with the liquid is held in the other hand. 
The respective protective caps are flipped off, as described above. The stoppered end of the syringe barrel is then 
inserted into the annular space between the inner and outer sleeves at the outlet end of the injector until the external 

40 threads on the reduced portion 1 10 of the stopper 108 in the syringe barrel first engage the internal threads 60 in the 
inner sleeve of the injector. This contact is made gently, and then, without pushing, the syringe barrel is rotated about 
three turns to engage the threads and until a slight resistance is felt. An additional half turn of the syringe barrel causes 
the scarf end of the long cannula to pass completely through the syringe barrel stopper so that the liquid within the barrel 
is now in communication through the two cannulas with the material in the container 42. If that material is a medicament, 

45 the system assembled as just described is inverted, with the container 42 in the uppermost position. The syringe barrel 
is then pushed into the injector, using the ears 56 on the injector to facilitate operation with one hand, if desired. The 
stopper is held in a fixed position in the threaded end of the inner sleeve so that the closed end of the syringe barrel 
slides toward the stopper and forces liquid out of the barrel, through the cannulas, and into the container 42, where it 
mixes with the material there. The container normally has sufficient free space filled with sterile gas or air to permit ail 

so or most of the liquid to be expelled from the barrel, which is then released so the pressure created by the forcing of the 
liquid into the container to compress the gas now expels the mixture in the container back into the syringe barrel. 

If necessary, the syringe barrel is reciprocated in the vial injector more than once to ensure complete solution or 
dispersion of the material in the container 42 in the liquid in the syringe barrel. Once mixing is complete, and the syringe 
barrel is full of the mixture, the system is now ready to be separated at the joint between the injector and the adapter to 

55 expose the Luer-Lock nozzle, which can then be connected to a needleless system, or to a sterile hypodermic needle 
for immediate use. 

The adapter and injector are separated by holding the adapter firmly in one hand and the injector firmly in the other, 
and twisting the injector in a direction to break the heat seals and decouple the Luer-Lock connection, which is normally 
a right-handed thread. The vial injector and syringe barrel are now ready for use of the mixture in the normal way, and 
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without ever exposing either of the cannulas used to achieve the mixing, which is quickly and easily effected through 
the cannulas, which can be of relatively large diameter because they will not be used to administer the mixture. 

Moreover, the container 42 is securely locked within the adaptor 1 0 and cannot be accidentally dislodged or broken. 
This is particularly important when using toxic or hazardous materials. 
5 Although the invention has been described above with respect to mixing and medications, other products can also 

be mixed in the apparatus. Such products include a resin adhesive, such as an epoxy resin, where a catalyst/activator 
constituent requires mixing with the resin just before use. 

Claims 

w 

1. Apparatus to facilitate mixing liquid with a material stored in a container having an opening sealed by a resilient 
plug, the apparatus comprising: 

an adapter having a bore extending through it from an inlet end to an outlet end, the bore being shaped at 
the inlet end to receive the container as the container is inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore with the plug 
15 facing toward the outlet end of the adapter bore; 

a first fitting having a passageway extending through it secured to the adapter at the outlet end of the bore; 

and 

an elongated cannula sealed at one end to the first fitting passageway to extend toward the inlet end of the 
adapter bore so the other end of the cannula will penetrate the plug in the container opening as the container is 
20 inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore to provide a flow path from the material in the container to the pas- 
sageway in the first fitting, which is shaped to make a releasable fluidtight seal with a second fitting and connect 
the first fitting passageway with a passageway extending through the second fitting, which includes means for con- 
necting the passageway of the second fitting to a source of a liquid with means for causing the liquid to flow into the 
container and mix with the material stored in it. 

25 

2. Apparatus to facilitate mixing liquid with a material stored in a container having an opening sealed by a resilient 
plug, the apparatus comprising: 

an adapter having a bore extending through it from an inlet end to an outlet end, the bore being shaped at 
the inlet end to receive the container as the container is inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore with the plug 
30 facing toward the outlet end of the adapter bore; 

a first fitting having a passageway extending through it secured to the adapter at the outlet end of the bore; 
an elongated cannula sealed at one end to the first fitting passageway to extend toward the inlet end of the 
adapter bore so the other end of the cannula will penetrate the plug in the container opening as the container is 
inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore to provide a flow path from the material in the container to the pas- 
35 sageway in the first fitting; 

a second fitting shaped to make a releasable fluidtight seal with the first fitting and having a passageway 
extending through it to be connected with the first fitting passageway; and 

an elongated second cannula having one end connected to the passageway of the second fitting, the other 
end of the second cannula being adapted to be connected to a source of a liquid with means for causing the liquid 
40 to flow into the container and mix with the material stored in it. 

3. Apparatus to facilitate mixing liquid with a material stored in a container having an opening sealed by a resilient 
plug, the apparatus comprising: 

an adapter having a bore extending through it from an inlet end to an outlet end, the bore being shaped at 
45 the inlet end to receive the container as the container is inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore with the plug 
facing toward the outlet end of the adapter bore; 

a first fitting having a passageway extending through it secured to the adapter at the outlet end of the bore; 
an elongated cannula sealed at one end to the first fitting passageway to extend toward the inlet end of the 
adapter bore so the other end of the cannula will penetrate the plug in the container opening as the container is 
so inserted into the inlet end of the adapter bore to provide a flow path from the material in the container to the pas- 
sageway in the first fitting; 

a second fitting shaped to make a releasable fluidtight seal with the first fitting and having a passageway 
extending through it to be connected with the first fitting passageway; 

an elongated second cannula having one end connected to the passageway of the second fitting, the other 
55 end of the second cannula extending away from the inlet end of the adapter; 

a tubular injector secured to the second fitting and around the second cannula; v 
a syringe barrel for holding a source of liquid and fit within the injector; and 

a resilient stopper disposed in an open end of the barrel to confine the liquid in the barrel and adapted to be 
penetrated by the said other end of the second cannula so that after the said penetration of the second cannula, 
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sliding the stopper relative to the barrel causes the liquid to flow into the container and mix with the material stored 
in it. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which one fitting has a tapered socket, and the other fitting has a tapered 
5 nozzle. 

5. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which one fitting has a tapered socket, the other fitting has a tapered 
nozzle, and the two fittings are adapted to be held together by a threaded connection. 

w 6. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which internal diameter of each cannula is at least about 0.065 inch. 

7. Apparatus according to claim 2 or 3 in which the cannula secured to the adapter is shorter than the cannula secured 
to the injector. 

75 8. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which the adapter length is substantially greater than its internal diameter. 

9. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which the length of the adapter is at least 50% greater than the internal 
diameter of the adapter. 

20 10. Apparatus according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 in which the length of the adapter is at least equal to that of the container 
so that when the container is fully inserted in the adapter, the inlet end of the adapter extends at least as far as the 
end of the container remote from the container plug. 
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11. Apparatus according to claim 1, 2, or 3 which includes means for holding the container in the adapter. 

12. Apparatus according to claim 12 in which the holding means includes at least two fingers mounted adjacent the 
outlet end of the adapter for clamping around the end of the container with the plug. 

13. Apparatus according to claim 3 in which the adapter and injector are made of plastic and are releasably locked 
30 together by one or more heat seals. 
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